
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Immunization Awareness Month 
(NIAM) takes place each August in the US. 

During NIAM, people of all ages learn about 
immunization benefits and ensure kids are up to date 
before school. Adults also learn about vaccines for 
staying healthy. Vaccination safeguards us and our 
communities. Immunizations, or vaccines, helped end 
diseases like smallpox and polio. They save lives, 
saving 2 to 3 million lives yearly by protecting people 
from a wide range of illnesses and diseases including 
measles, tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping 
cough). 
 

Why should you stay up to date with vaccines? Here 
are a few reasons: 
• Disease Prevention: Immunizations protect from 

serious and potentially life-threatening diseases by 
stimulating the immune system to create antibodies that 
fight off specific illnesses.  

• Reduced Medical Costs: Preventing diseases through 
immunization reduces the burden on healthcare systems 
and decreases medical costs. Treating vaccine-
preventable illnesses can be expensive and may require 
hospitalization, medications, and ongoing care.  

• Safe Travel: Some countries require specific 
vaccinations as a condition of entry. Vaccines for 
diseases like yellow fever, hepatitis, and typhoid can 
protect you during international travel. 

• Protecting the Vulnerable: Immunizations are 
especially important for protecting individuals who are 
more susceptible to severe illness, such as young 
children, elderly adults, pregnant women, and those with 
chronic medical conditions.  
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August 31 is International Overdose Awareness 

Day (IDOA), a campaign to stop overdoses and 

poisonings.  
This day is an opportunity to remember those who died 

and support their loved ones. Since 1999, in the US, 

over 932,000 people have died from overdoses. 

Substance overdose and poisoning affects people 

worldwide, and can include prescribed, over the 

counter, legal, or illegal drugs. If you suspect an 

overdose, call 911 right away.  If you have naloxone 

(NARCAN) give it right away, to help stop overdose.  

 

To keep our community safe, it's important to dispose 

of medications properly. We have two ways to do that: 

Deterra Drug Deactivation and Disposal bags and 

DisposeRX packets. These products make medications 

and drugs, including over-the-counter products, useless 

and safe for the environment.  Flushing medications 

down the toilet is bad for the environment.  

• The treatment plants can't remove the medicine 

properly, so it goes into rivers and lakes. This hurts the 

animals and plants living there. The medicine can also 

get into our drinking water and make us sick, even in 

small amounts. 

• If we don't dispose of antibiotics correctly, it can make 

bacteria stronger and harder to treat with medicine, 

which is dangerous for our health. 

• When we flush different medicines together, they can 

mix and create harmful substances. It's best to dispose 

of medicines properly to keep our water and 

environment safe. 

 

At NSHD, we offer free naloxone (also called NARCAN) 

to the community. If you want to learn how to use 

naloxone and get it for free, just scan the QR code. You 

can schedule a quick training with our staff at either our 

Brown Deer or Shorewood locations. Visit our website 

to select a Date & Time  and schedule your short in-

person training. You can also check out Narcan Finder - 

U.S. Naloxone Nasal Spray Directory, to find naloxone 

throughout our community and the US.  

 

 

August 16, 2023: National Immunization Awareness Month 

https://calendly.com/nshd/nshd-narcan-direct-schedule?month=2023-08
https://www.narcan-finder.com/
https://www.narcan-finder.com/


There are also multiple events around Milwaukee to 

celebrate International Overdose Awareness Day.  To 

learn more about the events, visit RISE Drug Free MKE 

or scan the QR code. 
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Read the full report 
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Follow us on social media and visit our website for health 
information and updates! 
 

          
 

 

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES 
1. National Immunization Awareness Month (NIAM)  
2. Help Us Celebrate National Immunization Awareness 

Month!  
3. FDA Recognizes National Immunization Awareness Month  
4. The mosquito surveillance data will be updated weekly on 

our website: 
https://www.nshealthdept.org/EnvironmentalHealth/Disease
sSpreadbyMosquitoes.aspx  

https://risedrugfreemke.org/
https://www.nshealthdept.org/Portals/NsHealthDept.org/Monthly%20Report%20-%20July%202023_1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niam/index.html
https://health.gov/news/202208/help-us-celebrate-national-immunization-awareness-month
https://health.gov/news/202208/help-us-celebrate-national-immunization-awareness-month
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/fda-recognizes-national-immunization-awareness-month
https://www.nshealthdept.org/EnvironmentalHealth/DiseasesSpreadbyMosquitoes.aspx
https://www.nshealthdept.org/EnvironmentalHealth/DiseasesSpreadbyMosquitoes.aspx
https://www.nshealthdept.org/Portals/NsHealthDept.org/Monthly%20Report%20-%20July%202023_1.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/NSHealthDept
http://www.twitter.com/NSHealthDept
https://www.instagram.com/nshealthdept/
http://www.nshealthdept.org/

